"I do indeed," replied GandhijL
"With any possibility of success? "
"There is every possibility, I should think/' said Gandhiji. "I
have every right to expect America to throw her full weight on the-
side of justice, if she is convinced of the justice of the Indian fcause.'r
"You don't think the American Government is committed to the
British remaining in India? "
"I hope not. But British diplomacy is so clever that America, even
:Jjhough it may not be committed, and in spite of the desire of Presi-
dent Roosevelt and the people to help India, it may not succeed. Bri-
tish propaganda is so well organized in America against the Indian
cause that the few friends India has there have no chance of being,
effectively heard. And the political system is so rigid that public
opinion does not affect the administration."
"It may, slowly," said Mr. Grover apologetically.
"Slowly? " said Gandhiji. "I have waited long, and I can wait
no longer. It is a terrible tragedy that 40 crores of people should
have no say in this war. It we have the freedom to play our part
we can arrest the march of Japan and save China."
WHAT DO YOU PROMISE TO DO ?
Mr. Grover, having made himself sure that Gandhiji did not insist
on the literal withdrawal of either the British or the troops, now
placing himself in the position of the Allies, began to calculate the
gains of the bargain. Gandhiji of course does not want independence
as a reward of any services, but as a right and in discharge of a debt
long overdue. "What specific things would be done by India to save
China," asked Mr. Grover, "if India is declared independent? "
"Great things, I can say at once, though I may not be able to
s .ecify them today," said Gandhiji. "For I do not know what -govern-
$&ent we shall have. We have various political organizations here
which I expect would be able to work out a proper national solution*
Just now they are not solid parties, they are often acted upon by the
British power, they look up to it and its frown or favour means much
to them. The whole atmosphere is corrupt and rotten. Who can foresee
the possibilities of a corpse coming to life? At present India is a dead
weight to the Allies."
"By dead weight you mean a menace to Britain and to American
interests here? "
"I do. It is a menace in that you never know what sullen India
will do at a given moment."
"No, but I want to make myself sure that if genuine pressure
was brought to bear on Britain by America, there would be solid sup-
port from yourself? "
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